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Jn account of a Polypus found in the heart of a perfon 
that died Epileptical, at Oxon. by W* G. M B. /> 
low 0/Wadham Colledge and of the Royal Society. 

SEveral Authors that have been curious to cultivate 
the Anatomy of difea'sd Bodies do fo frequently men- 
tion preternatural Concretions in the heart and blood- veJ~ 
felsefpecially of perfons dead in lingring and chronical 
Difeafes, that theprefent difcourfemay very well feem 
fuperfluous to thofe who dvc better inftradted elfcwhere. 
But however, Sir, fince yon think it worth while to fur- 
nidi your papers with a thing of this nature, I will not 
dilute the ta-r^you have put upon me, and though the 
fair Figure you have beftowd on the Polypus might ex- 
cuje my farther defer iption of the thing it fel\ yet fince 
it was attended with fome unufhal civ cum fiances not ta- 
ken notice of by anatomical Writers, which may con- 
duce to the determining fome doubts and queftions con- 
cerning the nature, growth and duration of fuch like con* 
cretions, it cannot be ungrateful a little to enlarge our 
Obfervations on the Subject ; and that it may be done to 
the better purpofe it will not be amifs to premife a defcri- 
ptionof the perfon, in whom the Polypus was found, to- 
gether with the Symptoms he labour d under, as alio an 
account of other particulars that occurr d in the diffcclion % 
that by confidering the Concomitant Irregularities 
in the other parts of his Body, whole caufes are more ap- 
parent^ we may make more probable Conjectures concern- 
ing the occaflon&nd production of this ftrangc and ano- 
malous fubftance/w hit Heart. 

Indeed the perfon, whofe body was the fubjed: of our 
Difle&ion, was a poor labouring man, a meer ftranger 
in the 7 own , deltitute of Relations, and dy'd in the 
ftrcet fuddenly, fothat there cannot be expected fo par- 
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ticular a Relation of the Symptoms he laboured ondef^ 
as 1 could wi(h> or the thing requires? but however fome 
things material to our purpofe* as far as we could learn 
f rem the vulgar, who con verft with him in his Illnefs, (for 
he never confulted a PhyflcianJ were fuch as thefe* 
namely § That he was of a fivarthy, lurid Complexion, 
and (If we may truft the ufual outward Medical Signs) 
of a melancholic ^temper, The dittempers and fymptoms, 
that afflicted him were, Fits of the falling Sicknejs * An 
obftinate Quartan Jgue of above a years continuance * 
A deep faundies, even to that degree^ which is call'd the 
blacky with its conftant confecjuent and univerfal fettled 
ill habit of Body ; Afenfe of an hard load and preffure 
mt hisfiomach ( meaning perhaps his Breaff or the upper 
part of the Region of the Liver ; ) he complained much 
of very grc&tjhortnefs of Breath, being almoftconftant- 
Ij apprehenfive .of choaking ; far fetcht , involuntary 
Sighings , and prodigious palpitations of his Heart were 
the continued mifchiefs, that attended his miferable 
life* great while before death rcllev'd him; he us'd to 
fnoon very often; and at length died according to the 
judgment of the by-ftanders in the jhivering fit of his j4~ 
gue, with the Convulfions of an Epilepfy, not without 
foaming and frothing at his mouth ; this is all 1 could cre- 
dibly inform my lelf concerning the poor man- while 
living. 

As to what was found in the Carkafs, three or four 
Phyficians of us having the fair occafion of a Body inpri- 
vate wholly at our own difpofc, (which tho harrafed with 
fo manyDifeafes yet was not wafted astoitsflefhjdid chiefly 
defign a mufcular Dif/eclion, and fo did not direct a very 
nice particular fcrutiny into every part afiedtcd , but 
what was obvious at firft fight upon opening the Abdo- 
men and Breaft was enough to ratfe our wonder that the 
poor fellow could fubfift one moment with fuch Vifcera. 
The Livtr upon deep Incifions appeared bloodJefs, fhift 
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throughout like a bag of fand with a yellow gritty fub* 
fiance, the Gall-bladder alio was furnifht with the like, 
but of a darker hue. The Spleen was very large and of 
too fsft and loofe a texture, not much difcolour'd. The 
Omentum rotten and wafted. The Membrane of the Sto- 
mach extremely flaccid and very thin, appearing black 
and mortifid, and upon taking it out within twenty four 
hours after deathfthoty'd at both ends very clofejfent forth 
fuch an intoilerable yWr rancid fent^ that the ftrongefl: 
double Aquafortis (to which it might bed be compare!; 
could not prove fo troublcfome and offensive to the fmel.L 
The Lungs were diltcndcd to the uttermoft with a puru* 
lent froth. The Heart much ftretcht beyond its natural 
magnitude and of a very flat figure ; the Veins of the 
whole Body were of an unufuai and extraordinary big- 
iieis, efpecially the Internal Jugulars were ftrain'd to a« 
bove| Inch diameter ; polypous concretions alfo were found 
in the larger veins of the Arms, Legs and other parts, but 
what molt engagd our attention and wonder was that 
which is reprefentcd by the 3 Figure*, found in the right 
ventricle of the Heart, and towards its apex or tip firmly 
I{adicat<d, fo thatnofmall ftrefs was requir'd for the re- 
paration. The part by which it was hxt was nigh an Inch 
and half diameter when frefh taken out, irregularly 
rough at the Bottom, infinuating many J^oots into the La- 
emm or little cavities of the Ventricle, which again by 
leffer Fibres were f aft end to the inn r Membrane of the 
Heart. The great Branch B« which ran out into the 
right Auricle was nigh two Indies diameter at the largeft 
extreme, andreach'd no farther than the infertion of the 
Vena Cava, and whether the current of the blood dafh- 
ing continually againftit, might hinder the progrefs of 
its growth, or what other cauie I cannot determine, but 
this I am certain of, that nothing of the Polypus extended 
farther than the figure makes appear, for upon fearch 
we could find no fuch Concretion m the Vena Cava. As for 
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thofc Branches marled (G. (;. ) tending to the Arms, 
how far they grew I cannot affert, not knowing whe* 
ther they were broke off or no, but the Branches HJLIL 
H, &c. tending toward the Head (I well remember) 
could not be drawn out without fome force, and 'tis very 
likely they were broke off at the Diverticula or two 
Round Sinus's where the Jugulars enter the Skull; for 
the like concretions were found in the VefTcls of the 
Brain to which probably thefe might be adjoynd. The 
iiibltance of the whole was plainly fibrous refembling a 
Nervc,and tough while #20*/?.( though upon drying,hrittle)thc 
colour white, and was cloathed with a thin Coat inclu- 
ding (in that part which fiild the Right Jugular Vein,) 
two little blacl^fpccks (b.b.) of Blood (as we fuppofej a 
long vvhilf there coagulated : as for other circumftances 
of thejbape, extent, and largenefs of the Polypus the 
Reader may recur to the engraven Figure drawn very near 
the (nil dimensions of the thing it felt; what has alrea- 
dy been fa id of it together with the Remarques on the 
whole diile&ion will 1 hope not be altogether unufeful 
to d i (cover the Caufe and Nature of thefe llrange Bodys 
andtodetcrminc aQueftion much debated among learned 
Phylicians vvhe her a Polypus is product fome conpderable 
time before or always immediately after death* 

Thofe that contend for their fudden generation after 
death among other Reafons of lefs moment , infift much 
on the argument drawn from the tough skin fpreading 
its felf in a fhort time on Blood let out for the cure of 
Pleurifies, Peripneumonics,Rheumatifms, violent head- 
aches, and in cafes of any inward Inflammations; It 
feems a good confequence, that if Bloodcoold in a Porrin- 
ger can fo Suddenly acquire a kind of a tough thick Mem- 
braneon its furfacc; the fame coldnefs and want of motion af- 
ter death might as eafiy make the fame product in the Fef- 
fels and us tobe confeft that {\ich\.\\&Concretions have been 
dxfcover'd in pleuritical Bodys differed. Yet however 
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on the other fide in anfwer it may be urg'd , that the <; p- 
pearance is not conjlant in ^//diifecStionsot Bodys fo af- 
fedted, and that very frequently nothing like it has oo 
currd; from whence we have reafon to conjecture, the 
outward contact of the Air preffing the furface of the emit- 
ted B!ood,or jfome other external Caufe may have an inter- 
eft informing that sfynfor elfe why ihoutd not the like con- 
cretion proceed conltantly in the Blood-veJJ' ls 7 whence Air 
u excluded as well as when the blood is exbosdin a Porringer. 
But moreover whoever confults the Practical Anatomy of 
Bonetus on the fubjedt, will find that thefc pituitous Bodys 
fcarce ever offer themfelves in diffedtion of pleuritical per- 
fonsbu" where thcPleurijywas complicated withfome other 
/07^/^/e^iiidifpofition j fb that the time of their growth 
cannot be certainly collected from fuch Inflames ; JJefides 
when they dochance to appearin a fmg'ePleurific.they float 
loofe in the mafs of Blood without fixing to any part, are 
of a very lax texture, without any diftinguifhablc Fibres, 
andlikewhat covers pleuritical Blood in a porringer do 
rather refemble a ftifier fort of Jelly or Size almoft dry'd, 
than any thing of a tough and fibrous confidence, fuch 
as was obferv'd in the Polypus now defcrib'd. 

Kerkringtus \n the 73 of his anatomical Obfe/;vations„ 
utterly denies thecxiftenceof any fuch matter in a living 
Body, and to confirm his Opinion alfcrts it in his own 
power, to make fuch Concretions at plea lure by the known 
Experiment of Injecting Spirit cf Ifitriol into a dogs veins, 
auclobferving the quick coagulation fo made in ersthac 
fome peccant acid in the blood occafion'd by a dileafe,ma v 
as fuddenly produce the fame when Uta is gone. 

In anfwer to this argument it nm;ht be u.rg'd, (what 
frequent experience has taught us here in England, and 
what l\erhringius himielf feems to hint by his own ex- 
preffions in defcribing the experiment/ that ih\s artificial 
Polypus is only a kind of grumous and ftrongly concre- 
ted blood, wholly different as to colour, texture, and 
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firmnefs from that fubftance which thefe notes difcoarfe 
of ; but however let us fuppofe that Kerkringius was fo 
luc\y, as to produce one exactly like a true Polypus in all 
circumftances, yet it argues not that all thefe concre- 
tions mull needs be form'd ail on a fudden ; it gives in- 
deed fome light into the nature of their Camfe, but it does 
not follow that this caufe muft always work its effect in 
an injiant, but a longer or fhorter time will be requir'd, 
as the caufe is more or lefl active* In the mean time,I do 
not deny that ftrange coagulations have fuddenly hap- 
ned, and Anatomy has often made fuch difcoveries in 
cafes of fudden death i yet even thefe generally are not 
to be lookt on as products aft^r death, but rather the 
quick inevitable meffengers and immediate forerunners 
of it 9 fuch are thofe concretions that upon difiedtion 
have been found in the heart and blood-veffels of perfons 
kiil'd by fudden frights, as alio in thole that have been 
qu?ckly difpatcht by an unexpected fit of an Apoplexy, 
a Cardiacal Syncope, or & fuffocating Catarrh ; where the 
coagulative Spiritlike lightning ftrikes through the whole 
mafs of blood, and either fixes it and makes it unapc 
for the generation of frefh Spirits, or elfe, if a grofsfi- 
mibtude may illuftrate fo abltrufe a matter, (like what 
happens to the invifible fleams of Spirit of Salt Armo« 
mac, which will be condensed, grow turbid and vifible at 
the approach of the vapour of Spirit of Salt or Nitre) 
the animal Spirits themfelves are clouded, alter'd from 
their natures* extinguifli d and quite deftroy'd by a mix- 
ture of the forreign preternatural haiitus. 'Tis not im- 
probable that by one or both of thefe methods th&pefii- 
lential Effluvia of an infedted Air, the Arfenical Exha- 
lation of a damp, and the nitro-fulpbureous fleam (much 
like the fcent of Spirit of Nitre) arifing from burning 
charcoal do often adl fuch fudden and fatal Tragedies. 
For if we refled: on the membranous fubftance of the 
Lungs, the infinite number of Vcfules they are compos d 
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of, how that in every ajjlgnable point thefe veficjes are 
adorn'd with capillary blood-veflels, To that the point of 
a needle every where draws blood; if we calculate the 
invoardConcave fuperficies of the Lungs, fuppofed unfold- 
ed and (bread out into a plain, which mult needs exceed 
the outward apparent Con vex above an hundred times.and 
confequently conlider the vaft furface of Blood each 
moment expos' d to the Air : Laftly, if we allow the In- 
grefs of the Air into the Blood upon breathing, which 
fc-irceany now deny, I fay if we reflefr on thefe things, 
'tiseafie to imagine how fuddenly mifchievous any coagu- 
lative poyfonous fteam may prove, fince together with 
the Air 'twill be diffus'd through all the Blood contain'd 
in theLungsatthe^ry/wy/aw^of Infpiration, and, (whe- 
ther it be aufiere or acid or both, or what other name 
Phyficians may pleafe to give it) joyns it felt' per minima 
with almoft each particle of Blood, and fas fleams of 
hot lead (they fay) nxQuickfilvcr into a folidj prefmtly 
deftroys all Fluidity, ftuffs the Lungs and Heart with an 
immoveable and almoft mortifi'd Mafs ; puts a final ftop 
to the Circulation, and fo in a moment breaks off the 
Series and Thred ot Life. 

The Concretions that have fuch furprizing events we 
muff allow to be yWif«/y product ; and we may alcribe 
all perhaps to the exceeding brishnejs and a&ivity of the 
acid, or what other quality gave their origine, but never- 
thelefiinthe cafe of linjrring Difeafes, I think it wi 1 be 
no hard matter to prove, (not to contend that they dif- 
fer from thofe already mention'd) that at lcaft they make 
allower progrefs in their growth as proceeding from a 
lets active caufe, and confidering the nature and con- 
fluence of the bodies themf elves, the Difeafes and Sym- 
ptoms that ufually accompany them, and the circum- 
ftauces of thofe Directions that have difcoverd them, 
they muft needs appear a workoi time, and by a daily ap- 
pofition of new parts fwell into that Jlrange B'il{ and 

Jbape they fometimes obtain. 
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What Con/if lence thefc Bodies fometimes acquire,thisa- 
bovedefcrib'd is a very inftrudtive inffance. The clofe fi- 
brous texture, the tough Membrane that cover d it, and 
the two black hard fpecks therein included, its ftrong 
adhefion to the heart by little capillary Roots and o- 
ther larger protuberances adapted to all the little cavi- 
ties of the Ventricle, are arguments that it was no fmall 
time in growing : and if it happen d after death, how 
came it to pafs that the large branch B. {hou\d Jlop with- 
in the Auricle, and that nothing of the like fubjlance 
ihould be continued farther into the Vena Cava, fince the 
Blood there muft needs be as mucli difpos'd to fuch a hid- 
den coagulation as m the heart; but it will beeafie to 
account for this circumftance if we lay the- firft Rudi- 
ments in the heart, allow them to grow by a daily appo- 
fition of f refh parts, and that growth conftantly to be cir- 
cumfcrifrd by the Appulfeof Blood, or by the adtion and 
labour of the Auricle, wherein this branch jfo odly fhap'd 
was contain d. Laftly, if to thefc rcmarques v/e add the, 
Inftance Malpigjnus gives of a Polypus made hollow by the 
current of thcB!ood,li c another new blood-veffel frarn'd 
with the natural one ; If alfo we add another round one 
Borellus {peaks o£, bigger than a m ans fift, found in the 
Aorta near the heart, confiiting of a great many mem- 
branes lying unconnext one upon another , . like the 
leaves of a Cabbage, [a product (without doubt) of no (mall 
time) we need go no farther than the bare accidents of 
thefeodd bodies them/elves to prove their long continuance 
before death. 

At leaftwhat ufually offers 272 dijjecling bodies thus af- 
fedbd, {o demon lira Pes the thing, as to leave no place for 
doubt, and not to heap up Quotations and many Hifto- 
ries of what others have fotmd,the/>r/?/W fubjedt (I think) 
brings evidence enough in the point. For here we have 
the jugular Veins (whofe coat could not have been much 
flretch: on a Judden, even by the wind of a Smiths Bel- 
lows) in tract of time, eniarg'd only by the gentle afii- 
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duous preffings of the b'ood, to thrice their former dia- 
meter, thatis, nine times their natural cavity. Here we 
have a heart, {the j^ongejl and jirmejt Mufclc of the Body) 
by degrees fbrm'd into a fhape quite diCerent from the na- 
tural; the right Auricle and Ventricle notwithftanding 
the ftrength of the Fibres of the latter and their indifpo- 
fednefsto ftretch eafily, fo prodigioufly diftended, that 
no outward force whatever without breaking it could ef- 
fect the like ; fuch hard fhift did nature make to continue 
the vital ftream and avoid the fatal flop, each moment 
threatned by the Polypus, that with double force flic was 
oblig'd to maintain a Pulfc, which (becaufe it coujd not 
break or expel the unnatural load,') did By little and lit le 
jiretch the fides of the ventricle, for the morceafy pal- 
lage of the blood, and by terrible palpitations for a long 
timt protract a miferable life, till the monftrous body 
growing too big, the weakened Fibres could ftretch no 
more, nor yet regularly contract thcmfelvcs any longer; 
fo that the Heart at laftjuft ready to fink under the burden, 
is forced to coiled: its little remaining ftrength into one 
brisk effbrt.and a (lifted by all the jpirits of the Body caus'd 
the poor wretch to expire in an univerfal Ccnvulfion. 

After this Inftance, it might be improper to add the 
more uncertain arguments drawn from theDifeafes and 
Symptoms that are either the Effects or Caufes of Polypi^ 
but that the bare mention, of Inch diftempers does not 
only fas being generally chronical,) farther prove their 
duration, but alfo illuftrate their natures and fuggeft a 
cure (if poffible) or at leaft a method of prevention. The 
Difeafes wherein almoft always vhey may be expected, are 
the Apoplexy, Phrenfy, falling Sickneis, Convuifions,Afth- 
ma for difficult breathing/) Confumption, ill curd and 
lingring Feaven, Plague, venerial Diieafes, Pleurifies, Pc« 
ripneumonies, Green-Sicknefs, varices of the Veins, and 
inveterate Headaches, &c Inftances in all which and 
many more Bonetus hasinduftrismfly collected out of Pla- 
t erus Wepfer, Sever inus, Tulpius> itlajius 9 Balkniw, Kjr- 
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Iringim Borellus, Malpighim, and others* too many to be nicely 
quoted, fince we have among us in the Unwerfity /ye -v.mmjSes 
enough in moft of the cafes recited. 

The part moft ufually affected is the right Ventricle of the 
heart, and the genus nuenofum y where the blood returning from 
the habit of body* flow in motion, impoverifht and difpirited 
more eafily admits fuch a concretion : yet the left Ventricle 
and the genm arteriofum frequently breed the likc,fuch was that 
7'ufy'ws mentions, branching out into the' Aorta and Vena Pulmo- 
monarh 7 in a perfon who died of a grievous Apoplexy, and 
fuch IVepfer makes one great cauft of Apoplexies. The finus's of the 
brain alfo often harbour them, as we have found in one that 
had an obftinate Headachy and at laft died mad\ and not long 
fince in another, who once had fome fits of a Frenzy 3 and at 
length died epileptical, in both which cafes the/^ Ungitudi- 
ndis was full of a Polyfm y which emitted very tough branches 
into all the little lateral veflels, and Blajhs gives the like ac- 
count in a mad-Man s brain, who at laft died convulit. 'Twcre 
eaiy to amafs together many Oblervations of this nature, 
bat upon the ftrefsof thefe already brought tis reafonable to 
aflert, that a Polypus is fo far from being a product at the pe- 
riod of a difeafe, that it feems rather a ftated fettled caufe as 
well as an immediate occaflon of the fatal fymptoms which at- 
tend the moft incurable diftempers; thus if in the heart it grow 
fo large as to force zDiafiole beyond the due tenfion of thcK*£m, 
it produces a mortal Syncope ; if finaller and not exceeding the 
confines of the Ventricles* a ftrong and irregular pulfe fiu> 
ceeds, and there muft be a palpitation of the Heart to maintain 
life 5 if it fend branches into the larger pulmonary veflels, 
the motion of the blood is retarded, and the breaft and lungs 
labour under their load in an AJIhma : or if it reaches the ca- 
pillaries, a Pcripneumony, all Ulrer, and at laft a Conjumpttcn is at 
hand ; if the concretion begins in the fraall veflels of the 
Pleura, then a Pleurijy follows, if it grows and fixes in the lar- 
ger veflels of the arms, legs,or the like, painful w ices appear, 
and probably Rheutnmjms owe much of their pain to fome fuch 
concretions begun in the capillary veflels of the habit of the 
Body. Again, when thefe bodies are in the Sinus of the Braw y 
if fmall, the veflels will only be a little diitended, andfo a 
pain in theheadmay fuffice, but if larger, the obftruction increa- 
fcs, the blood and fpiri ts are caft into an hurry, the brain is 
innam'd, the fenfes prefently are diforder a in the apprchen- 
jlon of their objects andfo a Frenzy feizes the man ; if yet they 
chance to be bigger and fill the Sinus more, the blo-.d pent up , 
moves more furioufly, and fodeftroys -Scnje and all voluntary fyn- 
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&icmi then the tumult extends beyond the limits of the brain 

through the whole fyfterae of the Spirits, and whereas in a 
Frenzy, Senfe, though miftaken did direct their paths, now they 
tun qua data fort a ungovernd and impetuous through the Nerves 

and Mufcles cailfiog the involuntary motions and Qmvulflms of an £- 

ptltpfj, which continue till the Spirits^ are fpent, the bkod quiet , 

and' the bkod- veflels by the wry agon)' enlargd equal to their burden ; and 

Indeed in Epilepfies^ difTe<3tions feldora mifs of a Polyp™, neither 

Call we deny this consul/he power of a concretion in thebrain^ fin 'e the 

great Lower $ experiment tells us that a Dog died in terrible 

Convuljlons by injected Milk, coagulated only in lots heart ; but laftly 

if tht Stms prove al molt totally obftrudted, the blood inftamij 
ore flows the brain^ and without much previous, notice (except 
perhaps of giddimf, lofl offght r or the like) an Apoplexy inf Ues j 
which difeafe will, alio more dangerouily happen, whmfome 

particles of a Polypus in the left ventricle of the heart broken off by the 

violent ftream of blood, fhall be impacted' into the carotid Ar- 

tines at their tnjtrtim into the brain \ whence all intercourfe of fpi- 

rits will irrecoverably be ftopt. Now tho in fonie of thefe ca- 
fes a Polkas does only by fits difquiet the man it pofleffes, yet 

it is in being when it does not produce fuch fenfble effects, for extrcifc^ 

paffions, diet and other external caufes will la affedt the quantity 
and motion of the blood, that the obftrudtion may be moreinfup- 

portable than when the ftrcam'^as <;^,andtis aseafie to imagine 
thz diforders thus cans' d in an animal body, as that a large jwift 
River danf d up from quietly purfuing its own channel, muffc 

needs impetuoujly overflow alt the country about 5 and tllUS WC have COU- 

fiderd thole Symptoms of which a Polypus may rationally be 

thought (at leaftoccafionally) the next and immediate caufe. 
As for others before mention d, namely, the Plague, venereal 

Dtfeafes, lingring Fevers, and the like^ they are not the effe<5ts of a 

Polypus but caufes that dilpofe the blood of lome Perfons to 

fuch pit nitons Concretions. 

But to difcover their caufe more nicely we may obferve 

with We .fer, that perfons thus afflicted are neve r^ well, breath 

hardly, have f e^uent palpitations of the heart 3 unequal pulfes, are dull to 
all action, flu pid \ luxurious and flothfu?, of a livid leaden or fallow Com- 
p 7 exion or a fat mated red m. hands and face, b:.cau(e there is cither very little 
blood in the Capillaries of their fkin, or at bejt a flow circulation - 'their 
blood has ufltall/ a thickm ft and peculiar lent or mil, or abundance of Jcrum, 
the later for 'want of volatile fait to dtgeft the chyle into a laudable red, and 

the former Happens, either becaufe the heart, deftitute of fpi- 

r its for its pulfe, cannot duly agitate the mafs or (as expe- 
riments on blood emitted feemto prove) by reafon of the mix- 
ture ot aprrternauTa' A J* whence may infer this conjunct 



caufeofa Polypus, that the Fibres of the Hood not bemg fufHci- 
cntly fuftain'd and kept afunder?by a dac motion of the inter • 
cepted fluid parts , may either barely upon the account 
by /Vending together, orelferaay be by degrees connected 
fo an austere ajtr invent acid (always to be found in cachedtical 
Bodies) for the fame reafon as 'an anakgous Uauor) milk is curd- 
led, only with this difference that in this, the coagulation is 
brittle, becaufe the Fibres are weak and fhort, whereas it 
may be very tough in Mood, becaufe its Fibres are ltrong and 
of a- greater length. 

Upon the whole we may conclude that whatever maintains 
the fluidity, motion, fpirit, and texture of the blood promifes 

a cure (though not of a confirm d Polypus) yet of the fi->ft Rudiments 

of it. All thefe indications are anfwer'd by medicines of vo - 
latile, brisk active parts, which deitroy acids, exalt and fer- 
ment the blood, and do not only hinder, but alfo diflolve 
the firft beginnings of coagulation and probably tis by arrest- 
ing the blood and not immediately the nerves, that they do 
fucii feats in difeafes before mention d- Laiily, the efFe6ts 
of bleeding infome cafes can never enough be admird, thus 
Jxivenu tciis us of a Girl 12. years old, being bled plentifully 
for a Vkurijy, was curd of her failing Ssckmfi, a dileafe never 

Without the fllfpiciotl of a Polypus. 

But Sir, the importunity and furprife of the Prefs muft put 
a flop to thele Speculations, and gives me leave only to beg 
yours and the readers favor lor all the defaults of 

Your humble Servant 

IV. Gould. 

The explication of the Figure of the Polypus according 
as it appear d, when frefh expanded on a Board 

A That part of the PJypus which was firmly rooted in the right '/entrtcl* 
of the Heart* 

B. The Branch terminated in the right Auricle. 

C. D % D.D. The part tending toward the Lungs. 

F. £. The Branch running out of the ventricle into t e fuhnrnary Artery. 
e.ee.e.e, &c. The fever al lefjtr Ramifications difinbuted according to the 

fever al divifions of the pulmonary Artery. 
F F. F. The branch belonging to the dzfcending l^ena Cava. 
G\ G. The branches began w the Axillary veins. 
HM. ?LH. H y &c. The two branches that ran uy> the Internal Jugulars 

even to their entrance into the Skull. 

h* h. Two little black Jpeckj of concreted Hood contamd within the Coat 

of the Polypus. 
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